
EXCEL (& OTHER SPREADSHEETS)
NOT JUST FOR BOOKKEEPING



WHAT IS A SPREADSHEET?

ÅIn itôs simplest form a spreadsheet is like 

a blank piece of ledger paper ïrows and 

columns of blank rectangular spaces.



EACH SPACE MIGHT CONTAIN:

A label 

(Month, Sales, etc.)

A number or date

(5, $123.45, 5/12/2010,  etc.)

A sum, as of Sales by Month 
($567.89)

On paper these are manual 
entries (handwritten or 
typed)



NOW COMES THE COMPUTER

òPrograms like Excel have evolved from 

moderately sophisticated adding 

machines to extremely powerful tools for 

accounting & bookkeeping functions, flat 

databases of moderate size, presentation 

tools for displaying data in clearer, easier 

to understand ways, general list making, 

and as many applications as your 

imagination can provide.  



òYou may enter data directly by typing in a 

cell, but the real power comes from being 

able to óReferenceô that data and use it in 

other calculations.  As a simple example, 

a column of figures is entered manually 

and, as each is entered, the Total is 

updated.  No adding machine required.



EXCEL ISNõT ALONE ðJUST THE MOST COMMON.

ò Wikipedia has a good comparison list of 

spreadsheet options:

ò For Desktop based programs
é http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_spreadsheet_software

ò For Online programs
é http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_online_spreadsheets

ò Most will accomplish the same ends, though 

you will need to dig out the individual methods 

and procedures for each. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comparison_of_spreadsheet_software
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_online_spreadsheets


A COUPLE OF EXAMPLES

òHOA members list

òSIR member list

òDriveway slope

òMoon Phase Calculator

òBiorhythm Calculator

òFish Factor Calculator



HOA MEMBERS

ò SK-excel sample.xls

SK-excel sample.xls
SK-excel sample.xls
SK-excel sample.xls

